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Bo f rs HAVE THIS TREASURE IN EARTH= | 


7 EN YESSELS, THAT TRE BRCELLENCY 


AF THE POWER MAY \ BE r 99P» AND 
NOT OF Us. 


| UMILITY, my brethren, is one * 10 
| 1 moſt amiable of the chriſtian virtues. 
There is no chargcter, which it does not be- 
Fame ; no ꝓſſice or ſtation, which it does not 
Adorg. When we meet with it in perſons of 
Ihe joweſt ranks in life, its ſuĩtableneſs to their 
&ircymſtanges, renders it highly pleaſing. But 
when it appeats in ghoſe, whom: Providence 
thath xgiſed above the common Jevel- of man- 
And. end placed in ſuch fituatiens, as, con- 
Aderidg human frajlty, lay them under ſtrong 
*tmiptations to · think of, themſelves more highly 
alan they ought ta think I ſay, when we ſec 
humility in ſuch men, it appeats peculiarly 
271 B | amiable 


6 


— — — neg ; 


R it bach charms e noe be 
deſcribed—it cannot fail of ſtriking every ob- 
ſerver, who is,capable of receiving | imprafions 
from what is excellent and engaging. 


And che more exalted the dition i 
thols ; in whonr it is found, the more lovely 
muſt it appear, and the greater muſt its influ- 
ence be. hay BE 
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Our Lord was the” greateſt - perſbiags dhe 
ever appeared amongſt men. And his great 
neſs was not founded on thoſe adyentitious bit · 
cumſtances, which; according to the common 
opinion of mankind, raiſe men to the higheſt 
pitch” of elevation. He poſſeſſed neither the 
riches nor the honours of this world. No his 
preeminence was built upon a more ſolid foun- 
dation. He was the greateſt that ever appeared 
ini che human form, becauſe he was the moſt 
excellent, the Son of GOD the bright- 
neſs of His Father's glory — and though: he 
was The g. ſt and moſt 3 he was the 
moft humble. | 1 £1 Ne 
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His apoſtles: followed the exam ple of their 
Lord and Maſter. As far as human imper- 
fection would allow, they copied every part of 
his temper and conduct, which was deſigned tor 
their imitation: but there was no- particular, 
in which. they copied with greater exattncls, 
n. A (pealting.. 


Theſe apoſtles were more e highly honoured, 
than ever men hal been befote them. They 
were ſingled out from the reſt of mankind, to 
be the intimate friends, afficiates and firſt diſ- 
eiples of the great Redeemer. They were em- 
ployed in publiſhing a revelation, which he 
brought from Heaven — a revelation, in which 
the immortal. intereſts of their fellow creatures 
were. moſt highly” concerned, and which, if 
properly received and axtended fo, would lead 
them to: everlaſting happineſs and glory. Ihey 
were endued with miraculous. powers to render 
chem equal to this: important, honourable and 
difficult undertaking. As. public ſp:akers, th hey 
had great popularity and ſucceſs. Life and 
Doc were, in ſome inſtances, dubjedted to 
I. 4 B 2 their 


> - I % o „ 22 a 
>.» UC = . —— a . & ” — ——_— * * 1 
r 5 I... 2 * 8 * 7 1 — * 4 Xx 
* | * 8 n 8 SY > ——— I 
4 * * . 4 * * : * * 4 —_ 
. 3 n $ . »+ = > Ss 
. . Þ * * , * A 
\ 2 
N X ” * ou a * 
9 * 


(8) 


their 11 e. Ananas aud Sapphira ile | B 
ſtruck dead by the cenſure, and Dorcas railed- | 5 
to life in anſwer to their prayers. What amaze 7 
ing powers were theſe to be pofleffed by men! 
That, influence, which is derived from huial 
beings, is generally attended with pride ant 
vanity. What then might we not have exec 
in thoſe who poſſeſſed powers ſo ſuperior; and 
theſe, derived. immediately, from Heayen * 3 
But are. there any traces of pride and vanity to = 
be ſeen EY the temper and, conduct of 8 3 


330 0 


had very different aſſociate—they were eaten: 
ed by humility. 


_ Theſe Highly2favouted | men took every ons 
Portonity of acknowledging. that, by the 
race of God, they were what they were. 
Their language Was, „ all that we do, is by 
Arength communicate —the truths which' we 
Tpeak, and which have ſuch influence, are not 
bur « on -e preach not ourſelves, but Chriſt 
eſus the Lord-—it i is he who cauſed light to 
"ie gut of darkneſs, e har" thihed'i into 
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| aur heaits; to give us the light of the know- 
| ledge of che glory of God, in the face of Jeſus 
Chriſt e are only the veſſels, which contain 
Z the N N truths of the goſpel, and by 
1 which they are communicated to others—nor 
L do they derive their efficacy, principally, from 
ih | the mannet in hich we ſpeak them were we 


to aſſort this, we ſhould: contradict the deſign 
with which they:are-depoſited-in us; for, vr 
have this treaſure in eatthen veſſels, that the ex- 
| OE of the * be of God, and net 
of us. 
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The add, — _ picty of theſe 
declarations ate very remarkable. They deſerve 
our ſerious tegard, and are worthy of our ĩmita- 
tion. But in none of the paſſages, already re- 
ferred to, ate theſe virtues more ſtrongly ex- 
preſſed. or more uſeful inſtruction convey 
than in that, which was laſt mentioned, ang 


Y ich 1 have'choſen as the ſybject of this ad- 


Areſs. In diſeourſing upon it, I ſhall conſider 
1 view, which it gives us, of the truths of 
W the repteſentation, which it con- 

tains 


| 
| 
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N greateſt value and truly excellent. What 18 


red with them? They are highly neceffary 
they are infinitely vſeful and advantageous— 


m mately connected withour everlaſting happineſs. 


( wo } 


+ ins, of thoſe who are einployed in publiſhing 
1em—and the reaſon, -which it ſuggeits, 990 
e * am to conſider. 


L The view hieb is given us, ® the wy 
of the traths of the goſpel. e eee 


12 H ob 

That theſe truths een is evi 
dent. They are the ſubject, on urhich the a- 
poſtle is ſpeaking. and they are mentioned un- 
der ſome appellation, or nn 1 
9 2 


Io the text he calls them a treaſure. . 


| This expreſſion is generally uſed to dense 
anything that is valuable, ornamental or coſtly, 
2nd eſpecially, a variety of ſuch things. 


Now the truths of the goſpel are of the 
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there in the whole world, that is to be compa» 


they concern onr preſent peace, and are int- 
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en?) 


e eee act uſeful boah 
J 5 is ſo, in itſelf conſidered; but none in ſuch a 

I degree as that, which 1 1s communicated by t 

. truths of the goipel. And theſe, if they are ſu. - 


: | F ably 1 received, and have their proper influence u. 
don the mind, will exalt and adorn it with re..; 


s = excellence. > They. will give to the whole mai. 
;- Þ beauties and graces, unſpeakably greater, and 
; = infinitely, more ſolid and laſting, than thoſe, 
7 which are derived from the brighteſt external 
5 ornaments; or the moſt ſplendid human acqui- 
7D ſitions. Yes, they will clothe him with a robe 
of rightcoutneſs—drcfs him in the beauties of 
3 | dine pair him to the moſt amiable of 

4 all beings—render him the delight of man- 

Y Kind, the Joy pf Heaven, and fit him for its 
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E — may be [ aid 1 to he exceedingly coſtly 
A The Almighty has been at a vaſt expence, if I 
1 may be allowed ſo to ſpeak, in revealing them. 
. ſent his Son from heaven to publiſh them. 
In doing this, our Lord endured the greateſt 
| hardſhips, ſubmitted to the greateſt indignities, 
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ere is net u Civedance in. Wife, arb. 4 
thfen, to Which, awe mays not find ſomerthing 


in them ſuitable: - There / it M calanity;-220 


which we are liable, but hat the goſpet.either | 
teaches us to un, ot inſlrifts us how ito: bes, 
in fuck a miannet, aa will tender it, in the end. 


* bel adVantage do us! Thott is nt d want, 


inch atténds kürzt ture; but What dt pre. 
mies te ſupply of, as far arit vill be bed fr 
us; nor 4 rexf6navle deſite, but what it aſſutes 
"Qs thaft/bs completely Tetified,” i wie comply | = 
with its Uickites;,” and follow its directions. M 
ſhort, its net are * cc woes pak 1 7 i 
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( 13 ) 


He calls himſelf and his fellow-labourers in 
the goſpel, earthen veſſels. Now, as there 
are ſome leading circumſtances, in which the 


tuation of thoſe who are now engaged in the 


facred office, is ſimilar to that of the apoſtles, 
I take the liberty of conſidering this deſcription as 
extending to them, and ſhall endeavour to point 
out the juſtneſs and propriety of it. 1 obſerve 


They are called veſſels, 


Ks © 


- Veſſels, we all know, are not ſuch naturally. 


They are compoſed of materials, which in their 


original form, were not fitted for the uſes for 
which, in their preſent ſtate, they are employ- 


ed. As veſſels, they are the production of ſome 


artiſt or mechanick. And ſo, with regard to 
miniſters, they do not come into the world 


qualified for their employ. It is true, ſome 


men are naturally formed with ſuch powers and 


diſpoſitions, as render them more fit to be 


trained up for this office than others; as ſome 
9 materials are more eligible for the purpoſe of 
"A being formed into veſſels than others are. But 
then, till they, are“ created anew in Chriſt 


C Jeſus“ 
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Jeſus have ſome experimental knowledge of 
religion ;—or, in other words, become fincere 
chriitians and truly good men, they are, com- 
paratively ſpeaking, no-more fit for this employ, 
than the oak while it ſtands in the foreſt, the 
ore in the mine, or the clay in its bed, is, to 
anſwer the purpoſes of a veſſel, And as theſe 
are taken. from their natural ſtate, and pre- 
pared by the artiſt, till they are brought to the 
form, and fitted for the uſes of a veſſel; ſo, 
the faithful miniſters. of Chriſt and the goſpel, 
are choſen by Providence, from the reſt of 
mankind, and formed, by human and ſacred 
diſcipline, for their maſter's uſe, and the ſervice 
of the chriſtian Church. 


Veſſels are formed for reception. So are mi- 
niſters. To them are committed the oracles 
of truth. It is their more immediate bu- 
ſineſs to read and ſtudy them to enter as far 
as poſſible into their meaning and deſign, and 
endeavour to acquire an accurate and compre- 
henſive acquaintance with them. And if they 
attend to this important buſineſs, with diligence 

| and 


C2 bg 5) 


and fidelity, they will be favoured with the 
aſſiſtance and. bleſſing of God. As they pro- 
ceed, the various powers and faculties of their: 
minds will be enlarged—they will be daily 


27 filing, —they will be daily enriched more and 


more from the treaſures of the Goſpel—they 
will have clearer, more rational and conſiſtent 
views of the ſcheme of redeeming - mercy, 
which is there revealed, a more deep and affect- 
ing ſenſe of the obligations which men are 
under to its beneyolent author, be more tho- 
roughly furniſhed far every good word and 
work, and more judicious, zealous, and affec- 


tionate, and it may be hoped, ſucceſsful too, 


in the diſcharge of their miniſterial duties. 


Which leads me to obſerve, that as veſſels, 
ſo miniſters likewiſe, are deſigned not for recep- 
tion only, but for communication alſo. They 
are to refund, as it were, that ſacred know- 
ledge, which they have acquired—to bring 
forth out of the treafure of their hearts, and 
give to every one his portion of meat in due 


| ſeaſon to ſet before ſinners thoſe mercies and 


ä 8 terrors 


(116), | 
tertots of the Lord, which the goſpel reveals, 
to- perſuade them to repentance—to diſplay its 
rich provifion to thoſe who hunger and thirſt 
after righteouſneſs, and preſs its gracious invi- 
tations upon them to hold up to humble, pe- 
nitent, doubting chriſtians its exceeding great 
and precious promiſes, the mercy of God and 
the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt—to addreſs 
to wavering profeſſors its powerful motives to 
ſtedfaſtneſs and conſiſtency — to remind the 
afflicted chriſtian of the view, which it gives 
of the trials of life, as to their defign, ten- 
dency, and glorious iſſue. In ſhort, they 
are to ſhew every fincere follower of Jeſus the 
duties, which the goſpel requires of him, the 
privileges, with which it inveſts him, and the 
comforts, which it is calculated to afford him 
in the preſent ſcene, and to remind him of the 
glorious bleſſings, which it reveals as the ob- 
jets of his faith and expeQation ; the incor- 
ruptible inheritance, which is reſerved for him 
in heaven, the manſions of bleſſedneſs, which 
are preparing for his reception, and the un- 
fading crown, which will be placed on his head 

when he arrives there. 


8 Thus 


(17 ) 
Thus are miniſters to publiſh thoſe awful; 


choſe delightful and perſuaſive truths, which 

Uiwey have received from the goſpel, and the in- 

fluence of which, they have themſelves, we 
I 3 traſt, in ſome meaſure experienced. They 
gate the veſſels, which are formed and employed 
1 to receive and communicate this ſacred treaſure. 
E 5 And theyare only veſſels. If their minds are rich- 
y ſto red, it is with the truths of Jeſus. If they 


are able to produce things, which are ever ſo per- 
tinent, the tendency and influence of which, are 


1 5 ever ſo excellent and powerful, things which gain 


them reputation and popularity, and render 
them eminent in their ſtation and extenſively 


3 - uſeful.— What have they, which they have 


not received? The beſt ſentiments which 
they deliver - the moſt animating doctrines, 
which they preach, are derived from the in- 
ſtructions of their great maſter. The * 
miniſter is only the fulleſt veſſel. 


It cannot be denied, indeed, that thoſe who 
have formed a large acquaintance with the con- 
tents of the goſpel, and explain them in a judi⸗ 
cious and uſcful manner, muſt have been dili- 
. gent 


(18+); 
gent in the ſtudy of them, and deſerve, on this 
account, eſteem-and commendation. 
here, boaſting is entirely excluded. 


Yet, even 
It is 'from 


God that they have received health of body and 


ſtrength of mind, -to enable them to do this ; 
their ſucceſs is owing to his bleſſing, and to 
him the glory of all their uſefulneſs is to be ul- 
timately aicribed. But we quit theſe thoughts 
at preſent and obſerye 


That the apoſtle calls himſelf and fellow mi- 
niſters corclen veſſels. 


And ſuch are miniſters now. It is true they 
are called divines; but they poſſeſs, naturally, no 
ſuperior excellence to other men. Thoſe of them 
who think ſoberly, do not pretend to claim it. 
If this title can be admitted as proper in any 
view, it muſt be becauſe the duties which more 
immediately belong to their office are lacred, 
and the truths and doctrines which they preach 


are heavenly and divine. 


Yes, my brethren, we would always remem- 
ber. and would with you never to forget, that, 
"2 thouge | 
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Though the character which we ſuſtain is ſo 
important, and the purpoſes for which we are 


1 employed are ſo valuable, we are only earthen 


yeſſels men of like paſſions with our brethren 
pf mankind, and who have the ſame weakneſſes 
and infirmities as attend human nature in com- 
mon. But on this I need not inſiſt. The proofs 
of it are many, evident and ſtriking. Permit 
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vrhen the apoſtle calls himſelf and his brethren 
by earthen veſſels, if he does not mean to glance at, 
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1 neſs of their circumſtances. 


FThoſe who were immediately appointed to 
"H the miniſterial office by our Lord, were in 
3 genere poor. And indeed, many circum- 
L © ſtances ſhew the propriety of employing 
thoſe, in the firſt. propagation of the goſpel, 


; nd the world took care that their ſucceſſors 
| ſhould not be incommoded with riches. It i is 


true, in later times, when chriſtianity came to 
4 be 


4 
3 
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me, therefore, to proceed and obſerve, that 


ho were not encumbered with the anxieties, 
hich uſually attend extenſive poſſeſſions. 


* 


2 Fat leaſt it may lead us to reflect on—the mean- 


* 


(28 7). 


be patronized by the civil power, mankind ran 
into the oppoſite, and far more dangerous ex- 
treme ; yet ſtill, there are ſome ſets, amongſt 
thoſe into which chriſtians are divided, in 
which the proviſion made for the ſupport of 
the miniſterial office, is generally ſlender and 
inadequate. _ But notwithſtanding this, and all 
the difficulties with which they have ſtruggled, 
in their worldly circumſtances, many of thoſe, 
who have exerciſed the ſacred function in ſuch 
connections, have ſerved their maſter faithfully 
have paſſed through the world with great re- 
putation and uſefulneis— and with more com- 
fort too, than their ſituation ſeemed outwardly 
to promiſe— and what hath am ply compenſated 
for all the hardſhips which they have experi- 
enced, when they have come to the cloting 
ſcenes of life, though they have not had fo 
much as the widow's mite to leave behind them, 
rich in the treaſures of a good conſcience and 
hope, they have been able to ſay as Paul did, 
« henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteouſneſs, ” 


' (21) 


But the apoſile might mean to hint, in uſing 
the term we are now conſidering, at the low 
7 eſtimation in which he and his fellow-labourers 
J Prere held, by the world in general. 


X Earthen veſſels, you know, at leaſt thoſe 
4 b which are commonly called ſuch, though ne- 
4 5 ceſſary and uſeful, are but little valued. They 
= are generally ſet in places where they are much 
re to injury, and often thrown about by 
the moſt unworthy hands. And did not the 
contemptuous treatment, which the apoſtles met 
0 with, bear ſome reſemblance to this? Have 
"a not miniſters, ſince their time, been deſpiſed ? 
Hath not their office been made the ſubject of 
d . ridicule? Have they not been perſecuted, and 
in many inſtances driven from place to place 
8 # without mercy? H ave they not, for ſome 
SH ſuppoſed flaw in their ſentiments, ſome com- 
Ns } mon frailty in their conduct, or even ſome in- 
d ; Inocent gratification, been rudely handled by 
d. Wie loweſt in cheit flocks—and almoſt, if not 
of 3 quite — broken i in pieces ? 
= "Pp 0 


( 22 ) 


But I need not dwell on theſe unpleaſing 
thoughts before this afſembly. I am happy, 
my triends, that I can congratulate your mi- 
niſter, and the reſt of my reverend brethren s 
that we live in a period, and preſide in ſocieties, 
in which the miniſterial character is more ho- 


noured and reſpected. 


L only add, that the frazlty of miniſters ſeems 
evidently denoted by the apoſtle's repreſentation 
in the text. 


Earthen veſſels are much in uſe, and ex- 
ceedingly liable, from their nature, to be 
broken. And miniſters, though they preach 
the living truths of the everlaſting goſpel, 


are themſelves frail dying creatures. Their 
veſſels, which ſhould contain ſuch ſacred 


treaſure, in a few years, fall to pieces and are laid 
in the duſt. The duties of their office have a 
natural tendency to wear them out. They may 
be half broken, perhaps, many years before 
they are quite deſtroyed. As a veſſel, which 


the owner uſes long after it is ſhattered, but 
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expects that every time he takes it up, it will 


n 


g fall to pieces in his hands, ſo miniſters often 
v. I labour amidſt growing infirmities and increaſing 
i- f 4 indiſpoſitions, for a conſiderable time, and in 
15 F every attempt of ſervice, are ready to ſuſpect 


8s, that it will be the laſt. 
Mn May we ever remember, brethren, and be 
1 5 deeply impreſſed with a ſenſe of our frailty- 
ns May we daily conſider how liable our ſervices 
on care to interruption, and what a variety of diſ- 
orders and calamities we are ſubject to, which 
1 may render us incapable of perſorming the du- 


A ties of our office, and lay us aſide as broken 
; veſſels, or ſend us to the grave. May we 
preach as thoſe who will in a little while ſpeak, 
and you hear, as tholz who will &er long 
attend upon our inſtructions na more, May 
we and you remember the ſolemn account which 
we mult reſpectively give to God. And, what 
will crown our wiſhes, and compleat the hap- 
pineſs of both, may we give up this account 
with joy. Then though theſe earthen veſſels 
4 > ſhould be worn out in your ſervice, long before 
7 D 2 they 


('24 ) 


they reach the common ſtandard of human life, 
your miniſters will reflect upon their labours 
with inexprefſible pleaſure, and find them glo- 
riouſly rewarded, 


Let me now proceed and conſider, 


NI. The reaſon, which the apoſtle ſuggeſts, 
why ſuch are thus employed. And that is, 
that the excellency of the power may be of 
God and not of them. This may lead us to 
remark, | 


That the goſpel is powerful. 


This will appear, if we confider, that it is 
not a cunningly deviſed fable, but a ſyſtem of 
truth. And truth hath a natural weight and 
force. If it be underſtood, and left to operate 
freely, it muſt of courſe have a conſiderable 
influence upon the mind. But the goſpel con- 
tains truths of the greateſt importance—truths, 
in which, as we have already ſaid, the preſent 
and everlaſting felicity of mankind is intereſted 
—truths, which were revealed from heaven 


publiſhed by the Son of God—confirmed by 


CNS I 

2 number of public, inconteſtible and benevo- 

urs lent miracles—illuſtrated, and in part reduced 
to practice, in his amiable, ſpotleſs and uſeful 
life, and ſealed by his own blood. 


Now is it not natural to ſuppoſe that ſuch 
truths, thus publiſhed and atteſted, are peculi- 
arly well calculated to impreſs and affect the 
minds of men? Indeed we have the teſtimony 
of the goipel itſelf to prove that they are ſo. 
The evangeliſt Luke tells us that when our Lord 
preached, © the people were aſtoniſhed at his 
docttine, for his word was with power.” And 
this was not owing merely to the energy with 
which it was delivered ; for the apoſtle declares 
that, the word of God is quick and powerful, 
ſharper than any two edged ſword, piercing 
even to the dividing aſunder of ſoul and fpirit, 
and is a diſcerner of the thoughts and intents of 
the heart,” 


The writers of the goſpel hiſtory relate 
many inſtances, in which its power was 
apparent and ſtriking, at its firit publication; 
and thoſe effects which it ſtill produces, where 

it 
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it is cordially received and chearfully ſubmitted 


to, are inconteſtible proofs of the ſtrength of it 
its operation. Nie 
it 


But I obſerve, 


Its power is excellent. It operates in an excel- 
lent manner, and produces excellent effects. 


It operates in an excellent manner. It acts 
upon us in an entire conformity to our natures 


as reaſonable creatures, and in a perfect con- 

ſiſtency with the exerciſe of our intellectual 
powers and faculties. The goſpel does not im- 
i pel us to act in this, or that manner, we know 
1 not why—but convinces our judgments of the 
propriety of what it vrges to do—its relation 
to the great end which God has in view re- 
ſpecting us, and its fitneſs to promote it and 


| ; 
1 then ſuggeſts motives, makes promiſes and ſets 
. | x 
| i before us proſpects, to touch the ſprings of 
x | action, and lead us to comply with its reaſon- 
if able dictates. 
1 And it is to be remembered, that its power, * 


though great, is by no means irreſiſtable. Were 
it 


7 


it ſo, it does not appear (to the preacher at 
leaſt) how there could be any virtue in obeying 
its precepts, or any promiſes of reward conſiſt- 
> ently made to thoſe who yield themſelves up to 
its influence. And, on the other hand, all 
# threatenings denounced againſt thoſe who re- 
= je the counſel of God againſt themſelves, or 


N reſiſt the influence of the goſpel, would be vain 
0 and nugatory ; becauſe, on this ſuppoſition, no 
r fuch crime could be committed. Again 

] | | * 

; The power of the goſpel is excellent, as it 
; produces excellent effects. This part of the 


fubjet, my brethren, is peculiarly intereſting, 
What a pleaſing ſcene—what an extenſive and 
delightful field for contemplation is here pre- 
fented to our view! Some of its moſt ſtriking 
objects we have already noticed, when ſpeaking 
of the influence of the goſpel in adorning the 
human mind. Where men yield themſelves 
up to this influence, it not only ſubdues the 
5 power of fin in the heart, and reſtrains every 
irregular propenſity, but, as we have ſaid, it 
excites holy, pious and heavenly diſpoſitions 

5 there 


( 28 ) 
there it forms them to the reſemblance of 
God,—it adorns them with the ſpirit and vir- 
tues of Jeſus, —it renders them good and uſeful 
members of the community at large—tender 
and affectionate in every domeſtick relation 
honeſt and upright in all their intercourſe with 
mankind—bleſſings to the neighbourhoods in 
which they reſide, and as far as their influence 
extends—a credit to the religious ſocieties to 
which they belong an honour to Chriſt and 
his cauſe, and the glory and ornament of hu- 
man nature. UL,” 


By the power of the goſpel, its advocates 
are aſſiſted in the diſcharge of every duty 
they are ſupported under their afflictions they 
are animated to oppoſe their difficulties and 
temptations with vigour and reſolution they 
are aided in their endeavours to advance in ſpi- 
ritual improvement, and they are helped to 
maintain a happy ſuperiority to the world, to 
ſet their affections on things above, and to have 
their converſation in heaven. And I am happy to 
add, that it fortifies them againſt the fear of 


L 4 death 
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death, ſuſtains them under the ſtroke of this 

1 . laſt enemy, and often enables them to quit every 

*earthly friend and earthly enjoyment, with 

compoſure and joy, in hope of ſuperior con- 
nections and a better inheritance; 


Such is the power of the goſpel—theſe are 

ſome of its effects and ſurely they are ſufficient 
to prove that it is excellent. Allow me to ob- 
ſerve, | 


5 


= That this power and the excellency of 5 it 
= + are of God. 


5 : As God is the author of the goſpel, all the 
| > influence which it has — the manner in which 
4 ; it operates and the effects which it produces 
may juſtly be aſcribed to him. This is true 
3 8 upon the ſuppoſition that the apoſtle refers only 
its the influence which it has, as a ſyſtem of 
divine truth. But I apprehend that he rather 

x ludes, here, to the additional and miraculous 
Energy with which it was attended at its firſt 
publication. Such an energy certainly accom- 
7 la the preaching of the apoſtles. I might 
E lead 
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lead you to conſider their ſucceſſes as a proof of 
it. Multitudes were converted to the chriſtian 
faith in one day and even by one diſcourſe. TI 
might mention alſo, in this view, its rapid and 
extenſive progreſs in the world, notwithſtanding 
the various and powerful enemies by which it 
was oppoſed, Then indeed the excellency of 


the power of the goſpel was, moſt evidently, 
of God. 5 0 


And though ſuch miraculous influence hath 
cealed, allow me to think, that if we confider 
the repreſentations, which ſcripture gives us of 
the nature and perpetuity of the office of the 
holy Spirit, and the neceſſity and power of its 
operation, in rendering the truths and doctrines 
of chriſtianity, effectual to the great purpoſes 
of real and improving holineſs, we ſhall find 


rcaſon to believe, that its common influences 


are ſtill exerted that a divine energy now at- 


tends the preaching of the goſpel that the 


effects which it has upon thoſe who properly re- 
gard it, are far beyond what the natural force 
ct truth would produce; and that the excel- 

lency 


Ps 


610 
lency of its power is, in this ſenſe, of God. 
To aſcribe it, therefore, to thoſe who preach 
the goſpel would be unſcriptural and abſurd. 
It would contradict the expreſs deſign with 
which they are fixed upon for this N 
For the apoſtle leads us to obſerve, 


Qty. That the treaſure of the 
goſpel was depoſited in earthen veſſels, that 
the excellency of the power might be, and 
appear to be, of God and not of them. 


And, my brethren, is not this purpoſe fully 
anſwered by ſuch an appointment? When the 
truths which are ſpoken by ſuch frail, imper- 
fect and fallible beings make ſuch important and 
happy alterations in the tempers, lives and con- 
ditions of men—and when they produce eftects, 
ſo powerful, excellent and laſting, muſt they 
not plainly appear to be more than the words of 
thoſe who preach them ?—muſt it not be evident 


that the power which attends them is of God, 


and not of thoſe by whom they are delivered ? 
Were they preached by angels would this be ſo 
E 2 apparent 


( 32 ) 


apparent as it is at preſent? In all probability, 
the excellency of the power, - which accompa- 
nies them, would then be aſcribed to theſe 
heavenly meſſengers men would ſuppoſe that 
the happy effects produced were owing to the 
exalted beings who diſpenſed them-—God would 


be in a great meaſure forgotten, e 


given to others. 

It may be thought, however, that if ſuch 
ſuperior beings were employed in the chriſtian 
miniſtry, it would be more regarded—that to 
hear angels ſpeak all would crowd to our 
churches—that then, there would be no care- 
leſs and negligent hearers—none to cavil and 
find fault—none that were diſcontented, unſet- 
tled and roving in our congregations—but that 
all would be ſteady and attentive—all delighted 
and improved by their reſpective teachers. 


But allow me to ſay, that this appears very 
doubtful, You all remember the parable of 
the rich man and Lazarus. The former, you 
know, when he lifted up his eyes in torments, 
and felt the dreadful conſequences of his folly, 

pride 
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pride and ſenſuality—ſeeing Abraham afar off 
and Lazarus in his boſom that Lazarus whom 
he had ſuffered to ſtarve at his gate unrelieyed, 
and unpitied he requeſted that he might be 
z ; ſent to his ſurviving brethren, to warn them of 
their approaching fate, and induce them to 
avoid that wretchedneſs into which he had 
| plunged himſelf. Now what reply does our 
Lord, who was intimately acquainted with hu- 
man nature, repreſent the patriarch as making 


, 


to this requeſt? If they hear not Moſes and 


; 2 ſucceſs than ſuch a preacher as this one newly 
2 © riſen from the dead—and fraught with all the 
*Zawful eloquence which the recent view of a 


188 


fellow creature under the torments of the infer- 
nal world, could inſpire? No, alas! were 
*Fngels to preach, they would ſoon become fa- 
miliar men would not, even then, be all 


2 


- 
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The appointment of our fellow-men to 
preach to us the truths of the goſpel 1s a ſcheme 
in which there is great wiſdom and propriety. 
To hear one of our own ſpecies, who fincerely . 5 
wiſhes our welfare at preſent and for ever — 
who has the ſame hopes and fears, and the ſame 
intereſt in what he delivers with ourſelves— 
do hear ſuch a one addreſs to us the truths of the 


goſpel, and recommend them to our attention, 
from a full conviction that if we yield ourſelves 5 


up to their influence, they will be the power of 4 
God to our ſalvation and diſplay its bleſſings, 1 
and from his own experience of their value, 
their excellency and ſuitableneſs to our circum- 
ſtances, as ſinful creatures, urge our regards to 
them, and perſuade us, by every moving argu- 
ment which the goſpel ſuggeſts, to ſeek an in- 
tereſt in them ſurely this is admirably calcu- 
lated to engage our ſerious regard to what is 
delivered to us, and to impreſs it upon our 
minds, | 


But, at the ſame time, we are fo ſenſible 
of the imperfection of thoſe who thus addreſs 
us 


E (33-3 

e us, and the need which they have of divine in- 
4 fluences to render the truths which they preach 
y | effectual to the improvement of their own 


hearts, as that, if we derive any benefit from 


e i 125 them, we muſt ſee the moſt convincing reaſon 
to believe, what this appointment was intend- 
cd to ſhew, 


That the excellency of the power is of God, 
and not of them. 


In ſhort, my brethren, many advantages 
= ſeem to reſult from the appointment of which 
= we are ſpeaking, The goſpel is preached by 
> ſuch means as have a natural tendency to inter- 
e.ſt us God who is the author of it bath ulti- 
3 mately all the glory of its effects and at the 
1 ſame time its credit is eſtabliſhed, and the faith 
and comfort of the chriſtian, promoted; For 
when he ſees that it is the power of God with 
- which it is attended, he will he fully convinced 
2 of the divine authority of Chriſt, and conclude, 
- A that it is the word of eternal truth ; being well 
4 perſuaded that the ever true and faithful God 
would 


Permit me to addreſs a few exhortations to you, 


('36- ) 


would never deceive his creatures by giving 
fuch anions to falſehood and impoſture. 


Thus I have finiſhed the plan which I pro- 
poſed to purſue in diſcourſing upon this ſubject. 


founded upon the ſeveral parts of it, with 
which I ſhall conclude. And 


Firſt, Ts the goſpel ſuch a treaſure ? let me 
intreat you, brethren, to be thankſul for it. 


It is not concealed in an unknowh language— 
it is not locked up from you in the boſoms of 
thoſe who are employed to preach it. No, 
you have it in your own hands—you have op- 
portunities of reading—you have helps for 
ſtudying it, learning its meaning and deſign, 
and enriching and adorning your minds with 
the truths which it contains. And to be fa- 
voured with a ſyſtem of truth and doctrine of 
ſuch high original—revealed by ſuch means 
atteſted by ſuch evidence—a ſyſtem which 
makes ſuch important diſcoveries—opens ſuch 
ſources of conſolation and hope—is attended 

with 


X E 

g with ſuch influences, and calculated to produce 
: 7 ſuch bleſſed effects! What an unſpeakable 
WE mercy! O, firs, be grateful for it. Eſteem 
= it above all that you poſſeſs. It is of more 
0 worth than all the riches of the Indies, or the 
treaſures of a world. Prize it as you do your 
lives; for it is from the influence of this, and 
1 the preſent ſatisfactions and future expectations 
hich it inſpires, that your exiſtence derives its 
eateſt value. Again 


If the goſpel is ſuch a IIA be often 
\ king it over. 
fF BY 

Had we diamonds of immenſe value laid up, 
mould not we often viſit them, examine them and 
entertain ourſelves with remarking their number, 
ag variety and luſtre? And is the goſpel a treaſure, 
rhich infinitely ſurpaſſes all that this earth can 
4 : ield, and ſhall we not examine that? Has God 
Fat, has his ſon brought us this treaſure from hea- 
9 Fen, and ſhall we let it lie by neglected, and ſel- 
1 dom or never look into it? What aſtoniſhing folly 
= Wand ingratitude would this be! May ſuch folly— 
| 


„ 


r 


, e e . 0 ̃¶⁵wd ]³˙-mw . «ͤ .. —«—⁰r—Ü—,èé⁰ ð³të6˙7 f no A 


let us aſcribe to God ee and all the | 3 


CY 
may ſuch ingratitude, my brethren, never be 
laid to our charge! God forbid that it ſhould | 
make an article in our future account ! Wee” 


Further, let us be thankful for the goſpel 
miniſtry and that God hath appointed our 
fellow- men to this office an appointment fo 
admirably well calculated to diſplay his power, 
wiſdom and goodneſs. Let us ſolicit, and de- A 
pend upon him, to render the reading and 
preaching of the truths of Jeſus effectual to the 3 
great and glorious purpoſes for which they were * 
revealed, our inſtruction, our improvement, ” 
our comfort and everlaſting ſalvation. And 3 x 

; 


whatever benefit we derive from theſe means, 


Finally, let the repreſentation, which we 
have been conſidering, of thoſe who are em- | 3 1 
ployed to preach the goſpel, direct and influence 0 
you, my brethren, in your conduct towards F 
them, . = 
Vou R 1 
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| You will allow, I truſt, that the purpoſes 
for which they are employed are important, 
and their office reſpectable. It juſtly claims, 
therefore, your regard. And if thoſe who 
ſuſtain it, diſcharge it faithfully, and 'exert 
their beſt abilities to anſwer the great ends of 
it, and thus promote your higheſt interefts— 
though they aſk no adulation though they 
diſclaim—though they ſcorn all ſuperſtitious 
yeneration—yet they are warranted to expect 
that you © eſteem them highly, in love, for 
their works ſake.” SN | 


As earthen veſſels, they claim your tenderneſs. 
When we conſider, my brethren, the import- 
ance of the work in which we are engaged, 
and our own frailty, weakneſs and imperfection, 
we are deeply ſenſible that we need, and we 
truſt, you will not refuſe us, your candour and 
forbearance. 


Remember that, though earthen veſſels, we 
can feel. The nature of our education and 
office -is ſuch, as has a tendency to induce a 
F 2 peculiar 
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peculiar degree of ſenſibility. Even the dim pray 
eye of indifference will give us pain. The 3 Jupoi 
averted glance of contempt, like the Parthian, Sterel 
| wounds us as it recedes. All diſreſpect, and » * br 
1 eſpecially all captiouſnefs and malevolence, . 
| will damp the ardour of our ſpirits, ſpoil our 
| pleaſures, and render our work heavy and heart- 
1 leſs. Vour friendly ſupport, my brethren, is 
| at all times neceſſary - and there are ſome cir- 
cumſtances, in which we ſtand in peculiar need 
of your countenance and encouragement, 
When firſt entering upon our office or when 


called to ſtations of greater importance and more h 
F enlarged duty—eſpecially if we follow thoſe of as 
engaging manners and diſtinguiſhed abilities— © a 


in theſe caſes, there are many fears arid appre- 
henſions, which tremble about our hearts, and 
give us inexpreſſible pain. Theſe, it is yours 
to endeavour to allay and diſſipate, 3 


F ³˙· 


We aſk you to ſecond our attempts of uſeful- 
f neſs. Do this, we intreat you, by a conſtant, 
ſerious and diligent attendance upon our pub- 


lick ſervices, and by your daily and fervent 
prayers 
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2 prayers for our ſucceſs. We earneſtly urge 
© upon you, by every conſideration of duty, in- 
Wtereſt and affection, the requeſt of the apoſtle, 
! ec brethren pray for us that the word of the 
| Lord may run and be glorified,” by producing 
Wits happieſt effects upon your own hearts, and 


5 he hearts of others. Aſſiſt us by your pious 
Jer egg e. ſeaſonable admonitions and 


your edifying examples. You, who ſtand at 
the head of families, may do much to help us, 
: , by. theſe means, amongſt thoſe under your eare, 
and the younger members of the ſociety, to 
which you belong. Let your houſes be nurſe- 
ies for the church—nurſeries for heaven. Walk 
7 *before them *in all the commandments and or- 
Ainances of the Lord, blameleſs.“ As united 
x po chriſtian fellowſhip, we beſeech and exhort 
vou all by the Lord Jeſus—and we truſt you 
will ſuffer the word of exhortation—that while 
J ye remember thaſe with tenderneſs and affection 
ho are ſet over you in the Lord, ye would con- 
tinue to be at peace among yourſelves. « Let 
no root of bitterneſs, ſpringing up, trouble 
5 you.“ Watch over and exhort one another 
daily 


[- 53 9 


daily. Aim to provoke one another to love 
and to good works. Strive—and let that be 
the only ſtrife amongſt you—ſtrive who ſhall 
make the moſt rapid advances in goodneſs 
who ſhall moſt eminently adorn his profeſſion, 
ſerve the cauſe of his great maſter on earth, and 
be the earlieſt ripe for the buſineſs and enjoy- 
ments of heaven. In a word, be ye ſteadfaſt, 
immoveable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, foraſmuch as ye know that your la- 


bour is not vain in the Lord. 2 


And to induce you to this, allow me to men- 
tion, as a motive—and it is a motive, which, 


I am perſuaded, will have ſome weight with | 
you—that there is nothing will encourage and 
animate us more in our duty as miniſters, - (ex- 


cept the teſtimony of a good conſcience and a 
ſenſe of the divine approbation,) than to ſee 


you thus improving in goodneſs, ſteady and 


active in the ſervice of our great Lord, and or- 
naments to his religion. Yes—* we live bre- 
thren, if ye ſtand faſt in the Lord.“ Though 
we die away in your ſervice, our comforts, as 
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your paſtors will live—they will live in affliction 


they 
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: hey will live even in death itſelf —they will ſur- 
Vive the grave—we ſhall feel them at the bar 
Wof jeſus. For what is our joy, or crown of 


- rejoicing? Are not even ye in the preſence of 


n, 
nd our Lord Jeſus Chriſt at his coming? For ye 
y- Bre our glory ye are our joy.“ And to meet 


ou, the people of our charge - you whoſe in- 
ereſts have lain fo near our hearts, and for 
hoſe happineſs we have fo afſiduouſly laboured 
Wand fervently prayed—to meet you among(t 
the diſciples of Jeſus at his awful tribunal and 
© ſee you accepted there—what a joy will that be! 
O deny us not— give us this joy we beſeech you. 
Frou cannot afford us a more ſolid proof of your 
$ friendſhip and affection. If then we are ſo 
happy as to find mercy of the Lord ourſelves in 
chat day—let us ſee you in the number of his 
WT friends—let us have you to enter with us into 
his joy—let us have you for our affociates in 
che ſervices and pleaſures of eternity. 
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& Be aſſured that there is nothing will give us 
equal ſatisfaction, eſpecially if we have reaſon 
F to 
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to believe that we have been inſtrumental ir 


4 


1 


you up for it, unleſs it be our own 


aining 
ſhare in this felic 
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